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Major Land Uses

Traditional living


Main Communities

Cambridge Bay

Sach’s Harbor

Gjoa Haven


Aboriginal Peoples

Inuvialuktun, Inuinnaqtun


Parks and Natural Areas

Aulavik National Park


Further Information

June pack ice jams the narrow passages of the Arctic Ocean. 

Evan Gardner

https://www.cambridgebay.ca


Russell Island, at the north-east corner of this region, has only very low-growing 
vegetation.

This area, like most of the Canadian Arctic islands, shows raised beaches, visible on 
air photos as contour lines, and on the ground as linear ridges of gravel. During glacial 
times, the weight of the giant glaciers pushed the land down, and beaches formed. 
Later, as the ice melted, the land rebounded (very slowly!), leaving the beaches raised 
above the sea..
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The ocean around Russell 
Island teems with life. Fish-
eating sea birds nest on the 
cliffs. At this site, the 
population is mainly Thick-
billed Murres on the small 
ledges and several species of 
gulls on the flatter sites.


The layered cliffs indicate the 
region has sedimentary 
rocks, not part of the 
Canadian Shield.
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The Municipality of Cambridge Bay in the distance.
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These views of tundra on King William Island, east of Cambridge Bay, show 
the level landscape and sparse vegetation.
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Municipality of Cambridge Bay

The traditional lifestyle still flourishes here, with country food 
harvested and preserved for future feasts. This often happens at 
summer cabins, away from the main settlements.
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With no road access to the mainland of Canada, all communities depend on the 
annual sea lift for all supplies. Building materials, clothes, non-perishable food all 
come by barge down the Mackenzie River. Perhaps most important is the year’s 
supply of diesel to keep the electricity generators running.


